miquimod (IQ), [l(2-methylpropyl)-lh-imidazo
c]quinolin-4-amine], belongs to a class of imidazoquinolines with immunomodulatory characteristics. IQ is commonly used in the treatment of genital warts. This heterocyclic amine, which has potent antiviral and antitumor activity, stimulates the in vitro production of interferon-or (IFN-ot), interleukin-lot (IL-lot), interleukin-l[3 (IL-113), interleukin-6 (IL-6) and interleukin-8 (IL-8). [1] [2] [3] Mononuclear phagocytes have been shown to be the cell type that is largely responsible for the expression of these cytokines following treatment with IQ. z- 3 The induction of these cytokines is through transcriptional activation of cytokinespecific mRNA's. Placental (Fig. 3) . RT-PCR analysis was subsequently conducted to determine the relative mRNA levels of specific immunomodulatory and proinflammatory cytokines. RT-PCR amplification using amplimers to IL-lot (Fig.  4) , IL-l[3 (Fig. 5 ), IL-6 ( Fig. 6 ) and IL-8 ( Fig. 7) 
